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August 7, 2009
Dear Faculty and Staff,

Welcome back to another year of exciting new challenges!  Can you believe in just a few weeks we will beginning a new school year? I don’t know where the summer has gone!  I trust that you are enjoying your summer break and have taken some time to “re-energize” so that you will be ready to begin anew.
Welcome

We warmly welcome to our faculty and staff Mrs. Abby Benedetti, who will be teaching First Grade this year and Mrs. Raquel DeMarco, who will be teaching Spanish in Grades K-8.  We are happy that they will be joining our school community and wish them God’s many blessing in their ministry here with us!

Theme for the Year
As Catholic Educators we perform a very important ministry in the Catholic Church. Not only do we work together with parents to assist our students in the development of their whole person, but we strive to provide an atmosphere of Catholic leadership and community, integrating religion and life, so that our students may experience learning and living fully integrated in the light of faith.

This year’s Catholic School’s Week theme, “Catholic Schools: Dividends for Life,” reminds us that the dividends of the education we offer here at St. Margaret’s - students prepared in faith, knowledge, morals and discipline - last a lifetime! SMS is definitely an investment in our student’s future – and in the future of our world! Reflecting on these dividends, I cannot help but be amazed and grateful to each of you. Your commitment to our students is phenomenal, and you do a wonderful job of providing them with an excellent academic education in an environment integrated with our Catholic faith. We are certainly blessed to have each of you at St. Margaret’s School.  Thank you for your continued love and dedication.
I recognize the many good things we offer our students and their families. I know we try to make the Catholic faith real and alive for them, yet at the same time I wonder what other needs our students have that we could be addressing.  I wonder, too, if we try to meet some of those needs, would that in fact help to address some of our present enrollment issues? What else could we offer our students that could potentially draw others to be a part of St. Margaret’s School?  Maybe it’s more than just other programs… 

We only get one chance to prepare our students for a future that none of us can possibly predict. What are we going to do with this one chance? What if our students could be better prepared personally to meet the future challenges of our ever-changing world?  What “life-skills” do they need to meet some of the challenges ahead of them?  We are educators – leaders - not just dispensers of knowledge and faith.  How can we help each of our students know that their worth exceeds anything that is ever placed on any grade report or any score on a test?  How can we inspire them to reach their potential – to be more responsible, creative, and tolerant of differences … to be better critical thinkers and decision-makers … to be true leaders?
I had the opportunity this summer to read an extraordinary book entitled The Leader in Me by Stephen Covey. This book discussed the transformation of many schools throughout the world that have helped students become good leaders by incorporating leadership skills and the 7 Habits of Highly Effective People (summary of 7 Habits enclosed) into their core curriculum. The premise of the book was that we as educators can indeed inspire our students to greatness, to be leaders.  We can give them the tools they need to face the challenges of the real world.  We can communicate their worth and potential so clearly that they are inspired to see it in themselves. Isn’t that the essence of our teaching?  If you have an opportunity to read this summer, I would encourage you to pick up this book and see what you think. It’s quick reading, and there may be things we could possibly integrate or make a part of our program here at St. Margaret’s. It may be a way to help our students become more responsible learners.  It may also be a way to help us address our present enrollment issues. What if we truly were a Catholic Leadership School…helping our students to be responsible faith-filled leaders?  Read the book if you can --- it’s amazing!  Let me know what you think.  
Opening of School and Back to School Orientation Night
Our first Faculty Orientation Meeting will take place in the Faculty Resource Room on Tuesday, September 8th.  Our meeting will begin at 8:45 a.m. with a Prayer Service. Lunch will be provided before our afternoon session on sharing Smart Board lessons with Michael.  
As you probably know, school begins this year for the students in Grades K-8 on Wednesday, September 9th.  The schedule for the first week will be as follows:


Wednesday, September 9th  
Grades K-8 



8:10 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  


Thursday, September 10th 
Grades K-8



8:10 a.m. - 2:40 (45) p.m.

Pre-Kindergarten Orientation 

9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 






Hot Lunch and After School Programs begin


Friday, September 11th 

Half Day for Pre- Kindergarten

8:10 a.m. -12:00 p.m.

Monday, September 14th 
Full Day for Pre-Kindergarten  

8:10 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.

Our Back to School Orientation Night will take place for all families of students in Grades PK-8 on Thursday, September 10th at 7:00 p.m. The evening will begin with a general meeting in the gym. We will introduce the entire faculty and staff at this time, and we will share some of the important dates and events that have been planned for the year. This night also is an opportunity for you to meet your students’ parents and to let them know "first hand" your expectations for the year! Please be sure that these are clearly laid out for the students and the parents. We will discuss the procedure details at our meeting in September.

Progress of YESS Grant
Immediately after school was out, work on the Project YESS grant was set in motion. This YESS grant allowed us to repair the walls and ceilings damaged by the old leaks in our 83-year old Middle School building. As you know much temporary patching and covering of the walls’ defects with bookcases and bulletin boards took place. Not only were the ceilings and walls cracked, the paint was peeling and deteriorating.  This was work that needed to be done not only for aesthetic purposes, but more importantly, for the health and well being of you and our students. The Middle School building looks great! We are grateful for this YESS grant and can now say that we have no potentially harmful peeling paint and plaster in any of our classrooms, bathrooms, and hallways.

The Athletic Committee, too, has been busy this summer with many projects.  They have purchased a new stove for our lunchroom kitchen, had the gym ceiling and front entrance re-painted, the gym floor refinished, new closets installed in the gym for sports equipment, and I understand they will be installing new trophy cases in the front lobby.  We at St. Margaret’s are so blessed to have such dedicated people who continue to maintain and ensure that our school is the best for the benefit of our children.  

Building Maintenance
John and Willy have been working very hard in the heat of this summer to prepare the school for opening. They have done a great job and continue to work to ensure that everything is in good working order. The classrooms in the elementary school building are complete, and I believe the classrooms in the middle school should be finished by the week of August 17th. At that time you will be free to prepare them for the opening of school.  Except for a few days here and there, I should be around until the beginning of school if you need anything, have any questions or concerns, or just want to stop in to say hello. 
Enjoy these remaining days of summer. Once again, I look forward to working with each of you this year. I anticipate a year of many new graces.  Let us celebrate the many gifts and blessings that God so graciously bestows upon us each day! May God bless you for all you are and do! May you know and experience the loving embrace of your God.  Enjoy the rest of your “time away” and relax.  See you soon.

In Jesus Risen,
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Sr. Kathleen Marie, CR

 Saint Margaret of Cortona School


    452 West 260th Street  Bronx, NY 10471  Tel: 718-549-8580   Fax: 718-884-3298 
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*** Don’t forget to have a couple of sample Smart Board lessons to share at our meeting with Michael on Tuesday afternoon.  Bring your questions and your struggles too. ***
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